
2020 Fall 1 

 

 

Fall Newsletter 2020 
 

Summer In Review 
What Have We Been Up To? 

Seeds of Hope has experienced incredible growth over the course                   
of this summer. To begin, we have greatly improved our vocational                     
and horticulture skills program by continuing to teach valuable                 
real-life work experience to adults with developmental and other                 
disabilities. This summer, we expanded our outreach to local                 
farmers markets from just one last year, to an impressive seven.                     
Our participants have gained not only important vocational skills,                 
but also an improved sense of confidence, as a direct result of                       
these unique opportunities. 

Despite all this hard work and immense growth, Seeds Of Hope has                       
also made plenty of time for participants to engage in a variety of                         
outdoor summer activities. These included beach outings, nature               
hikes at a few of the local state parks and trails, berry picking, and                           
several others. 

 

Pandemic Response 
Strategies to Maintain Health and Safety 

 

The current global pandemic has brought about a variety of concerns and obstacles for many                             
local small businesses and organizations throughout the country. Seeds of Hope followed the                         
recommended state quarantine at the beginning of the outbreak, with additional periodic                       
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closures to address COVID-19 related issues. Our team continues to take appropriate                       
precautionary measures by following the mandates issued by the Wisconsin Department of                       
Health Services and the recommendations of CDC professionals and health experts. 

Since reopening, Seeds Of Hope has implemented a variety of strategies to help ensure and                             
maintain the health and safety of our participants, team members, parents, guardians, and the                           
general public. These include mandatory masks indoors or when social distancing is not possible,                           
as well as the development of smaller group sizes with a rotating schedule. Generally speaking,                             
we greatly encourage social distancing, and we recognize that working outdoors and breathing                         
fresh air is one of the most effective ways to stay healthy and lower the risk of contact and spread                                       
of the virus. 

Despite the implementation of these strategies, we still recognize that Seeds Of Hope provides                           
services to a population that is generally more vulnerable and at a higher risk of negative health                                 
effects due to the virus. This makes precautionary measures, such as social distancing, an                           
absolute necessity. Seeds Of Hope is currently raising funds to help pay for additional staff that will                                 
allow us to maintain social distancing with smaller groups and rotations. These funds will also be                               
utilized for the development of an additional greenhouse, that will serve two purposes: to help                             
mitigate these concerns and increase plant productivity. 

 

“Camp Seeds” Summer Camp 
September Camp Week 

As 2020 has been a year of cancellations and changes for all of us, we recognized how difficult it                                     
has been, especially for our participants. With this in mind, Seeds Of Hope organized a summer                               
camp event, “Camp Seeds”, during the week of September 14th through 18th. Camp Seeds was a                               
week of camp style activities during regular program hours, to help recreate the summer camp                             
experience, while still allowing participants to receive Seeds of Hope daily programming services. 

Camp activities included boat rides, tug of war, fishing, crafts, tie dye, rock painting, a scavenger                               
hunt, an obstacle course, picnic lunches, outdoor games, live music, an outdoor dance party with                             
bubbles, a talent show, show and tell, and much more! 

 

Future Plans 
Where Are We Going? 

With summer now coming to a close, Seeds of Hope                   
is shifting its focus to preparing and planning for the                   
fall and winter months ahead. While farmers market               
sales are starting to slow down this time of year, we                     
are very excited to announce that we have started                 
our fall fundraiser with evergreens, and currently             
have pumpkins and mums for sale. This coming               
winter, we will also have hand-made Christmas             
wreaths available for purchase.   

We have also visited with other co-ops to explore                 
what a Seeds Of Hope community might look like.                 
More to come as we are in the discovery phase.   
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Planting More Possibilities 
Thank You to Our Donors and Sponsors 

As a nonprofit organization, Seeds of Hope relies heavily on fundraising efforts and the generosity                             
of our local community. We would like to thank our 2020 sponsors and donors for helping us                                 
continue to Plant Possibilities in the lives of our participants, team members, and the Walworth                             
County Community. 

Individual Donors 
 

Abby Partington 
Adam Meers 
Albert Scott 

Alyson Zimbler 
Amber O’laughlin 

Amy Mueller 
Anita Stohl 
Anjie Kokan 
Anna Santos 

Annette Walbrandt 
Annie Burrows 

Anthony Pellarin 
Beatrix Terpstra 

Beth Mortl 
Bill Barwig 

Bobbi Baker 
Bonnie Becker 

Brian & Mary Faith Cook 
Catherine Brusky 

Cathy Beierle 
Cheryl Berg 

Cheryl Germanson-Sment 
Chris Peterson 

Christine Mason 
Christine Pavalon 

Chrystal Hill 
Cindy Kessler 

Claudia Rinaldi 
Cynthia Jackson 

Dale & Connie Poggensee 
Dan Alder 
Dan Holian 
Dan Leslie 

Danielle Fiveland 
Dave Aufmuth 
Dawn Edwards 
Debbie Collins 

Debbie Keepers 
Debbie Timmer 

Debi Tasch 
Dee Jaye Miles 

Don Skelton 
Donald Rose 
Earle Young 

Edwin & Lynn Gardinier 
Elise Freemon 
Ellie Walters 
Evan Gross 
Guy Koenig 

Gwen Whitney 
Harry & Sue Bielinski 

Henry Cornett 

Jackie Schnitzler 
Jacob Scott 
Jacqui Heim 
James Peltier 

Jamie Stilling-Stepp 
Jana Goetz 

Jane Kwasinski 
Jason Delazzer 

Jeff Scott 
Jenni Weber 
Jill Aufmuth 

JoAnn Ferguson 
Jodi Bronson 

Jodi Leahy 
Joe West 

Joelle Volbrecht 
John Bockhop 
John Stoesser 

Joseph Kreimborg 
Josh Grebner 
Judson Drane 
Julie Forrestal 
Julie Lazzeroni 

Kathleen Becker 
Kelsey Pacetti 
Kevin Fallon 
Kim Flitcroft 
Kip Urban 

Koren Gomez 
Lauren Mueller 

Lauren O’laughlin 
Leslie Showalter 

Linda Koehler 
Lindsay Burka 

Lisa Jacobs 
Liz Aufmuth 

Liz Beyer 
Lynda Pinnow 
Maria Hinners 
Marie Brahm 
Marilyn Fisher 
Marissa Powell 
Mark Yevtich 

Markus Schwartz 
Mary D’Amico 

Mary Grace Sponholz 
Mary Schafer-Vohs 

MaryAnn Raash 
Matthew Haines 

Matthew Schmaling 
Maureen Guarino 

Megan Smith 

Melinda Gahart 
Melissa Temple 

Michael Anagnos 
Michael Stilling 

Michelle Chase-Foti 
Mike & Debra Schmieden 

Mike Gillingham 
Monica Poeschel 
Murphy Christian 
Nadina Fiveland 
Nancy Coleman 

Norma Stilling 
Norvetta Allen 

Patricia Geldermann 
Patricia Larose Roherty 

Patricia Roherty 
Penny Nevicosi 
Peter Wautlet 
Rachel Brink 

Rachel Palmer 
Rebecca Stritt 

Rebekah Holland 
Rebekah Jackson 
Rebekah Young 

Reka Minnich 
Renee Wilging 

Ruth Miller 
Ryan Eric 

Ryan Wallace 
Sandra Martin 
Sandy Jenkins 

Sara Kuhl 
Sarah Blanchard 

Sarah Colla 
Scott Kunes 
Scott Ness 

Sharon Kling 
Shelly Delimuski 
Sigrid O’laughlin 
Steph Masters 

Stephanie Lueptow 
Steve Hayes 
Steven Millis 

Teresa Krakofsky 
Teresa Scott 

Terri Dellamaria 
Tim Breidenstein 

Tim Werwie 
Toni Harkness 
Travis Loveday 

Vijaya Venkatesh 
Yvonne Richter 
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Corporate and Foundation Sponsors 

● Burlington Area Garden Club 
● Compeer Financial 
● The Green Bay Packers Foundation (Greenhouse Development project funded in part by a                         

grant from the Green Bay Packers Foundation) 
● Saint Patricks Parish 
● Scherrer Construction (Buddy Bench made possible by the Scherrer Cares Program) 
● SeedMoney 
● Southern Lakes Credit Union 
● The United Way of Walworth County 
● Walworth County Aging and Disability Resource Center 
● We Energies Foundation 

 

Help Seeds of Hope Grow 

Donate 
If you would like to make a donation to Seeds of Hope, please visit our Facebook page or website                                     
at www.seedsofhopewi.org/donate. 

Volunteer or Intern 
If you would like to learn more about volunteering or internship opportunities at Seeds of Hope,                               
please visit our website at www.seedsofhopewi.org/volunteer, or email info@seedsofhopewi.org                 
for more information. 

Shop AmazonSmile 
You can help support Seeds of Hope every time you shop on Amazon by using the AmazonSmile                                 
program. To set this up, simply visit www.smile.amazon.com and choose J1224 Seeds of Hope Inc.                             
as the nonprofit organization you would like to support. A percentage of every order will go to                                 
Seeds of Hope. 

Farmers Markets, Roadside Stand, Online Flower Store 
If you would like to support our vocational and horticulture skills program, consider visiting one of                               
our weekly farmers markets in Whitewater, Mukwonago, Lake Geneva, Delavan, Burlington, or                       
Williams Bay. You can also support our roadside stand at our Potter Road address (see below), or                                 
our online flower store on our website at www.seedsofhopewi.org/flower-store. 

 

 

We Plant Possibilities. 

Seeds Of Hope is a horticultural and recreational community that brings new growth opportunities to adults with 
developmental and other disabilities. 

J12:24 Seeds of Hope, Inc. 
W4818 Potter Road 

Elkhorn, Wisconsin 53121 
(262) 749-9404 

www.seedsofhopewi.org 

https://seedsofhopewi.org/donate
https://seedsofhopewi.org/volunteer
mailto:info@seedsofhopewi.org
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://seedsofhopewi.org/flower-store

